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from a practical point of view, behind it lay 
a tight pack of time-expired asbestos-roofed 
brick-sided factory buildings rudely intrud-
ing into what is now an upmarket enclave of
residential streets. They filled the footprint of 
what had been a cinema from 1911 until the 
Blitz, which by happy coincidence for a while 
was also branded The Picture House. These 
sheds were gutted and replaced with the nec-
essarily blank boxes containing auditoria, 
intended to vanish beneath climbing plants. 

It’s not easy to get approval for big adap-
tive things like this in affluent north London, 
even if you do include such very Crouch End 
inducements as a large covered bike store 
and baby buggy park. And it was pipped to 
the post by a couple of years by the small-
er Arthouse Cinema in a former Salvation 
Army hall very close by. Combined with the 
recession, it meant that this project has been 
on Panter Hudspith’s books since 2007. But 
now it’s done, and there it is: re-imagined, a 
cinema with an array of photovoltaic panels 
on top rated BREEAM ‘very good’. 

First impressions first: the new facade, 
while making a glazed enclosed ground floor
level and insulating the upper levels in a way 
the original curtain walling did not, is aes-
thetically not a patch on its predecessor. That
consisted of a pronounced grid organised as 
two horizontal ribbons of opening windows 
surrounded by opaque holly-green panels, 
with one bay done in a contrasting berry red. 
The new facade has a memory of this grid 
traced on it (though not in the same propor-
tions) and eschews rich colour. It’s more func-
tionalist in feel and organised to mark the 
bays, each in turn visually divided vertically 
into three. This, plus the vertical pinstripes 
of the 75mm Kalwall sandwich cladding, is 
somewhat at odds with the broad horizontal 
glazed strip marking the restaurant at first 
floor level on the left-hand side of the compo-
sition. The glazing system lines up with the 
vertical composition. Other individual win-
dows are punched through as needed. From
outside, it’s visually uneasy: should you read 
this facade sideways or upwards? It’s better at
night, when it glows softly. 

However, while the new facade itself is 
neutral in tone, there is plenty of colour in 
the interior which is visible from the street. 
And these interiors are the strength of this 
project. The scrape-and-reveal approach is 
done rigorously, the original in-situ concrete 
of the front block and the undersides of the 

Ground floor plan

Section AA

Section BB

1 Entrance foyer
2  Café/bar
3  Lift
4  Bicycle store
5 Cinemas
6  Office

7  Buggy park
8 Bar/restaurant
9 Community room
10 Staircase atrium
11 Projection rooms
12 Stairs
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