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chlorinated but it’s a disinfectant and it kills 
everything, so when we drink it it’s dead,’ she 
says. ‘But when you turned on the tap at the tri-
ennale it had oxygen and cleansing bacteria in 
it – it was alive!’ This  upturning of preconcep-
tions is what saw the firm invited by Relay Arts 
to make its proposal for the Pond Club. The ar-
chitects claim there’s a societal perception of 
sewage only served by dependence on chem-
ical hygiene and centralised processes, which 
the Pond Club aims to challenge with new, ho-
listic approaches to waste management. 

The 600m3 volume of water that the firm in-
stalled in conjunction with Austrian natural 
pool designer BIOTOP through its UK partner 
Kingcombe Aquacare relies completely on sim-
ple filtration, water plants and nutrient miner-
alisation to keep the water clean. It is designed 
to deal with 163 bathers daily, but Ooze argues 
that the pump filtration systems could be done 
away with if the amount of planted area were 

increased. Driven by the water quality factors 
of limnology and hygiene, the pond is divided 
into three sections – a swimming zone, a regen-
eration zone and a plant filter marsh zone – to 
ensure swimmers do not stray into the sensi-
tive plant areas. The regeneration zone com-
prises Helophite plants like water lilies and 
Canadian Pondweed that absorb nutrients and 
transform them into plant mass, as well as har-
bouring healthy zooplankton and micro-organ-
isms which kill the algae that can contaminate 
the pool. In the plant filter zone of water mint, 
Norfolk reeds and marsh marigold, gravel beds 
provide a good environment for the biofilm or-
ganisms that reduce the content of harmful  
germs as well as using calcium to bind phospho-
rous elements (flocculation) while buffering the 
water’s pH-value and filtering out particulates.

To help maintain the health of the water 
there are several pumps and filters, includ-
ing a phosphate one, through which water is 

The art installation will 
evolve, mature and self-
maintain in full view of  
the new community being 
built around it – the UK’s 
first public, man-made, 
naturally purified outdoor 
bathing pool

1 Granite kerb
2 Child net with floating line
3 Larch deck and  
 anti-diving board
4 Geotextile pond   
 protection layer
5 Pond liner
6 Steel shoe and deck   
 column
7  Edge of pool wall 

structure with painted 
timber pond edge

8 Water circulation pipes
9 Fine gravel sub-layer
10 Recycled polyethylene  
 pool wall structure
11 Painted asphalt
12 Back fill earth
13 200mm low nutrient soil  
 with 150mm topsoil and  
 turf layer
14 Stainless steel handrail
15 Regeneration plants
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