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Before my visit, the only orange I had asso-
ciated with the Cotswolds was the flashing 
curls of Rebekah Brooks’ hair, lording it over 
the media and political powerhouse of the 
Chipping Norton set; a hot-headed anom-
aly in a landscape of rolling green and hon-
ey-coloured stone. But down the road from 
ugly tales of tabloid hacking, more balanc-
ing literary forces to come into play. Per-
haps it was Laurie Lee’s idyllic upbringing 
in the village of Slad and his vivid memoir 
‘Cider with Rosie’ resonating with writers, 
but something persuaded award-winning 
author Jeanette Winterson to split her time 

between her home in London’s Spitalfields 
and this scenic Cotswold idyll.

It turns out the stone cottage she bought, 
with land and coppice on the village’s edge, 
came with its own gasworks. They weren’t 
for her property, but for the nearby manor. 
Here, in bygone days, some poor servant 
might be sweatily shovelling lime and coke 
in a hot furnace to fuse calcium carbide, with 
water a core ingredient for acetylene, which 
was created here then piped along to the 
owners of the stately pile beyond the trees, 
to light their ruddy complexions with its gas.

The Spitalfields connection accounts for 
the fact that Princelet Street firm Chris Dy-
son Architects was commissioned by Win-
terson to submit a proposal to Cotswold plan-
ners to turn the 1877 gasworks into a writer’s 
retreat, with a number of study bedrooms ex-

1 1877 Gasworks
2  Courtyard
3  Stepped ramp  
 rear extension
4  Glazed corridor
5 Bedroom
6  TV Room (study above)
7  Old water tank  
 (underground)
8 Walk-in wardrobe
9 Utility  room
10 En suite bathroom

Right Looking out 
to nothing but fields, 
the open side of the 
courtyard and a two 
storey drum suffer no 
privations of privacy.

Ground floor plan
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