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erence those at the museum, its arc serving 
to define the main volume and landing on 
cruciform steel columns that in turn sup-
port the wide first floor circulation running 
around the full height space. Fowles remarks 
that money was tight, so the column form 
was welded from two L-shaped sections, but 
it results in the Miesian detail and suitably 
symbolic cross form in plan that should keep 
Fenwick happy. Steel detailing is generally 
simple and pleasing, which Fowles admits 
might have something to do with his time at 
Hopkins Architects. Details on the Hellerup 
stair were well argued by the architect with 
building control, to avoid unsightly hand-
rails and tread contrast strips interrupting 
the homogeneity of the look. Pupils use the 
left hand stair to ascend and the right to 
descend and consequently left treads look 
more worn; this tracking of their feet is a 
subtle register of use. The space can be used 
for drama and informal teaching events, al-
though Fenwick adds that first thing in the 
mornings pupils sit and chat here before the 
school day starts. With its light and lofty feel 
you can see why they do.

Naturally ventilated classrooms on both 
levels are separated from this area by glazed 
walls that meet BB93 demands, although it’s 
clear that client and architect wanted to en-
sure that the spaces weren’t isolated from each 
other but had a certain amount of acoustic 
connectivity. Upstairs wide landings with oak 
balustrades allow pupils to move easily and 
form makeshift breakout study spaces on the 
south side, where deep timber window reveals 
allow them to sit and read or chat. From here 
too the view out reveals that the new building 
looks centrally down a road that leads out past 
the education buildings to the playing fields 
beyond and, inversely, formally terminates 
the view from them; the building making 
sense of the otherwise random assemblage.

While the school charges £6,000 a term, 
Feilden Fowles was challenged to make best 
use of its talents with a limited £1.2m budget 
and its success is seeing them being mooted 
for Hazlegrove’s parent, the King’s School in 
Bruton, hoping to mark its quincentennial 
next year with a new project. The architects’ 
religious observance here has shown they can 
be economical and judicious in design, detail-
ing and materials – skills much in need in the 
more challenging secular state education sec-
tor. God willing, they’ll get the chance. •
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Ground floor plan

1  Break out/ learning 
resource

2 Classrooms
3 Hellerup stair
4 Learning support rooms
5 Meeting room

6 Plant area
7 Converted staff room
8 New timber colonnade
9 Cloister
10 Playground 0 5 10 15 20 m

An existing adjacent block (now staff 
room), with its new timber colonnade and 
extended roof line, becomes part of the 
cloister composition and helps frame the 
playground area.
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