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circulated via surface skimmers – with the 
whole volume of the pond run through them 
every 48 hours. The pool itself, which steps from 
1.2m to 2.8m deep, was formed from 120mm 
thick ‘L-shaped’ recycled polypropylene walls 
fixed to the ground and sprayed with a thin lay-
er of concrete, over which was laid a geotex-
tile layer. A waterproofing liner was then run 
over this. It was originally intended to be re-
cycled polyethylene, but was substituted at the 
last minute by the contractor for PVC as it was 
easier to install.

Ooze explains that the pond was elevated  as 
part of the artistic intent – a ‘sleight of land’ ren-
dering the whole body of water invisible from 
the general level of the park. It also created a 
bank of earth on all sides, two faces of which re-
quired co-ordinating with Robert Townshend, 
landscape architect for Cubitt Park. The north 
and east sides meanwhile have been allocated 
as a ‘pioneer landscape’, with over 4000 biody-
namically grown plants hardy enough to deal 
with poor industrial soils. The firm has split the 
banks into four areas representative of humid, 
rich, meadow and forest zones and populated it 
with nearly 80 different species. It has not con-
centrated on looks either, but on bringing bal-
ance to the soil – producing decisions like hav-
ing stinging as well as purple and gold nettles. 
‘Nettles are important for the soil,’ says Pfannes, 
‘They really are healing plants.’ 

Given the singularity of the intent, it’s a 
shame that the pond is only budgeted to be there 
for two years, although Ooze hopes the levels of 
community interest and engagement so far will 
auger well for it to become less of an installa-
tion and more of an implementation within the 
bigger King’s Cross landscaping strategy. Ooze 
meanwhile is eyeing bigger fish – its proposal 
for a constructed wetland installed in steppes 
down the slopes of a Rio de Janeiro favela is 
under consideration by the local government,  
with the research funded by the Dutch govern-
ment.  It’s part of a bigger strategy not only to 
clean up the Rio slums but to reduce some of the 
20,000litres/sec of raw sewage pouring from the 
city into Guanabara Bay. Ooze is looking at five 
pilot projects and is getting positive backing 
from the usually suspicious community lead-
ers there, seeing the work as a way of recog-
nising and legitimising the favelas themselves. 

‘As a firm we are keen to connect nature and 
the urban,’ says Hartenberg, talking animat-
edly about how waste processing, sewage and 
landfill have been relegated to the unseen pe-
ripheries of our cities. ‘We want to decentral-
ise the processes and make use of nature to deal 
with the urban environment as it will if it is al-
lowed to.’ It might be small for now, but in the 
bigger picture, what the firm’s Pond Club rep-
resents is anything but a drop in the ocean. •
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  Cycle 1: Skimmer –  
minimum 2h/day

 Cycle 2: Phosphate   
 absorber – 24h/day
 Filtered water: Renewed  
 every 24 hours
 Incoming water, renewed  
 from mains
 Incoming water, filtered

1 Filter zone
2 Regeneration zone
3 Swimming zone

P Pump
S Skimmer
B Biofilter
PA Phosphate absorber

Pond zones and mechanics

1


