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A velodrome is a tricky building type. It has to be big, 
just to contain the officially-approved dimensions of 
the banked wooden track. The shape of that circuit, 
so precipitately raked at its ends, makes it difficult to 
distribute spectators around.  Despite the huge growth 
of popularity in track cycling in the UK spurred by 
success in the Olympics, numbers of regular spectators 
remain small compared to other sports.  So it makes 
commercial sense to find different uses for the building 
if possible – other sports, pop concerts and so on. These 
are difficult to square with the strict criteria of UCI, the 
International Cycling Federation. But in the new Derby 
Arena, architect FaulknerBrowns has managed it. 

The core of the problem is the core of this typology: 
the infield, the large area inside the loop of the track, 
which for some reason always seems to be a sea of blue 
vinyl. It is big enough to be used for lots of things other 
than cycling – but how do you get to it? Typically it’s via 
a tunnel underneath the track, which is fine for bike 

teams, not so good for event audiences.  A removable 
slot of track is possible – FaulknerBrowns did this in an 
earlier velodrome at Apeldoorn in the Netherlands – 
but race cyclists will always feel the slight bump of the 
joints, and they’re not keen on that. 

In Derby, however – right next to the soccer stadium 
of Derby County FC, the Rams – the architect has found 
a solution. It is to raise the cycling track a storey while 
leaving most of the infield on the level below. Only a 
D-shaped section of the oval at one end is left at track 
level, and that’s all the teams need for tinkering with 
their equipment in most cycling events. That means 
other users can walk in the front doors and straight 
through the foyer on the level into a multi-sports arena 
that can also house seated events for 3,500. Adding the 
fixed velodrome seating either side of the track gives a 
total capacity of 5,000. That’s a useful in-between size 
– smaller than the purpose-built city arenas that tend 
to be of the 12,000 to 15,000 size (London’s O2, in the 
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£29m
total contract cost

£24m
building cost

£1600
gifa cost per m2

15,000
area in m2

5000
arena capacity

BREEAM 2008: 
 Bespoke certified as 

Very Good

1 250m cycle track
2  Multi-use infield
3  Cyclists’ D
4  1,500 spectator 
 grandstand
5 Fitness and  
 multi-function area
6  Ramped spectator   
 concourse
7 Sports changing
8 Cyclist and event   
 changing
9 Cycle storage
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