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tion’s 25th anniversary. But just four weeks 
after starting to develop the brief he changed 
tack and asked Arup for a permanent build-
ing, delivered within the same timeframe.

O’Carroll comments: ‘Sky is a very 
 demanding client and can be incredibly 
challenging, but at the same time it is very 
 supportive of doing innovative things, as 
long as you provide evidence of why they 
are worthwhile. The constraints of the pro-
gramme led us to the pioneering use of an off-
site manufactured timber frame and a very 
early procurement route.’

The Believe In Better building is mul-
ti-use and spread across three storeys. On the 
ground floor are educational facilities for the 
50,000-60,000 school children that visit the 
campus each year as part of the corporation’s 
community outreach programme. The three 
floors above accommodate training facilities, 
used by 90% of Sky’s internal staff training 
across all disciplines, plus office and break-
out space, and a restaurant.

Rectangular in plan, the building stands 
on the south side of a new plaza. Thematical-
ly, it was conceived as a glass-fronted ‘stage 
set’ where staff and visitors, ‘the actors’, can 
be seen from the plaza, the ‘auditorium’, 
wandering up and down a cascading social 
stair that stretches across the facade. ‘The 
stair is a unifying gesture, that links the 
three storeys and makes the building easy to 
navigate for users, many of whom will never 
have visited before,’ says O’Carroll.

Simple timber 
The primary glulam timber frame is fully 
exposed and set out on a regular 6m by 8m 
grid, designed to enable super-flexible and 
adaptable interior uses. Floor plates adjacent 
to the main atrium provide break-out spaces 
that can be used as offices, or for training or 
informal meetings, while cellular technical 
training and teaching rooms placed along the 
south-facing rear elevation, can be expanded 
into double, triple or quadruple-size spaces, 
using special folding screens. 

Glulam beams and columns, simply 
bolted together, form the timber structure, 
along with cross laminated timber (CLT) 
floor planks, and 2.5m wide, two storey high, 
 prefabricated cladding cassettes that plug 
into the frame. The cassettes were  delivered 
to site complete with preformed window 
openings, insulation, membranes, and 
 internal plasterboard and, once installed, 

Site plan and position on BSkyB campus
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cover energy for heating and cooling.’

 

ments in the overall programme.’

cisterns adapted to store rainwater. 

Human architecture 

almost everywhere you look.’ 

ical Brit can believe in. •

Ground floor plan 

First floor plan 

Second floor plan 
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