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the inside if required to screen the sun during 
the day. All raised blinds lower automatically 
when the office is vacated in the evening, to 
transform the elevation into a closed, bur-
glar-proof vault. 

Aside from the roof terrace and a small 
sixth floor balcony, the screen remains fold-
ed up only at the main and adjacent vehicle 
entrances, where it forms a canopy aligned 
with the lowest canopy on the adjacent build-
ing. Another canopy at third floor level aligns 
with the roof cornice of its neighbour. 

The third mode comes in the evening, 
when the building is illuminated with a golden 
glow by ceiling downlighters along the inside 
of the facade, highlighting the perforations 
in the screen and revealing the modern glass 
house behind. The whole thing  resembles a 
giant, precious jewellery box. This lighting 
turns off automatically at midnight.

BBP worked closely with the engineer of 
the brass curtain, dynamic facade special-
ist Art Andersen Copenhagen, to realise the 
Venetian blind screen concept. For the perfo-
rated screen, both client and architect want-
ed a ‘noble’ material redolent of the silver and 
gold used in Trollbeads’ jewellery, just as the 
curtain walling relates to the firm’s signature 
glass beads.  Brass was a practical and afforda-
ble choice that gave the desired golden appear-
ance. KME’s Tecu Gold alloy was specified, an 
alloy of 89% copper but with 5% aluminium, 
5% zinc and 1% tin to ensure it wasn’t too 
shiny. The pre-patination gives a slightly matt 
effect that won’t darken with use.

The 1mm thick brass screen was made 
from a combination of 1m x 300mm hinged 

Above To reduce solar gain or at the end of 
the working day the facade can be  closed.
Left The original 1960s building before its 
transformation. 
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1  Concrete extension to 
original facade to line up 
with the street

2  Schueco overlaid Jansen 
Janisol steel cladding 
system  

3  Art Andersen’s KME Tecu 
Gold fading brass screen
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Diagram showing new ‘skins’ applied to the existing building


