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on display. Floor levels align with the orig-
inal building up through level five, creating 
contiguous floorplates with multiple vertical 
circulation points and few load-bearing walls 
to allow for maximum curatorial freedom. 
Light-coloured wood floors from the original 
building continue into the extension to a re-
lentless degree, as the blonde wood marches 
up stairways and into the handrails.

The rear exterior wall has a collection of 
‘City Galleries’ with window seats and views 
over surrounding buildings. Stairs between 
levels stack along the outside wall, which 
functions as a north-south circulation spine 
on each floor. It’s an odd strategy –while it’s 
said the stairs were inspired by San Fran-
cisco’s public outdoor stairways, their nar-
rowness mostly reveals maple floors and 
white-painted walls instead of sweeping city 
views. The City Galleries struggle to organ-
ise the space in plan; they are too similar in 
feel to the surrounding galleries to function 
as a separate space or even a place to regroup.   

Building on a tight site behind an impos-
ing existing museum was a significant chal-
lenge. A stronger organising concept and a 
more varied materials palette would have 
given the extension its own identity, but in-
stead it feels as though fitting in the required 
amount of floor area on a very small foot-
print was the priority. It’s pleasant enough 
and puts viewing of the expanded collection 
front and centre, but in the end it is too much 
homogenous space in a wrapper that doesn’t 
have a clear connection to the building’s con-
tent or the context of the neighbourhood. The 
idea that the building ‘connects to the city’ is 
hard to grasp – yes, there are places to view 
your surroundings, but truly connecting to 
the city required a more rigorous interven-
tion of how to relate a necessarily vertical 
museum to its context. •
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1. Modern Painting + Sculpture

2. Lobby

3. Retail

4. Art Court

5. Education Multi-Purpose

6. Classroom

7. Coat Check

8. Howard Stewart Gallery
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1 Modern painting and sculpture
2 Lobby
3 Retail
4 Art court
5 Education multi-purpose
6 Classroom
7 Coat check
8 Howard Stewart Gallery
9 Botta atrium

10 Fisher Core Gallery
11 Contemporary painting and sculpture
12 City gallery
13 Offices
14 Sculpture terrace
15 Theatre
16 Photo collection
17 Link gallery
18 Outdoor terrace
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