
16 Buildings
Memorial

‘In this way it is very much a memori-
al and not a museum,’ said Antoine Prost, 
chairman of the Memorial Museum’s Scien-
tific Committee. The building had contained 
a museum element, with a small eclectic col-
lection of donations from the original families 
and others, but it was never formally curated.

Now, 47 years after its inauguration, the 
committee gathered to question what to do for 
the 100-year anniversary battle commemo-
rations. The last veteran – or ‘poilu’ (hairy)
as they are nicknamed in France – Monsieur 
Lazare Ponticelli, had died in 2008 and his 
express message to Prost only a few months 
before at the age of 110 was ‘never forget us’. 
It was decided to do a complete renovation, 

commissioned through open competition.
The refurbishment was seen as an op-

portunity to create a centre of interpretation 
for the event, aimed particularly at young 
people whose connections to the world wars 
increasingly weaken ‘now that there are no 
more poilu’.

The museum’s curation and contents, 
which are evoked through the building it-
self, would explain what happened and who 
fought there, and tell their stories.

Yet in stark contrast to the debacle around 
this year’s Australian memorial event in the 
Somme, where the Australian government is 
actively preventing British attendance, offi-
cial or otherwise, at this poignant and evoca-
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Above In the retained central 
double-height void, an aeroplane
crashes into the ‘battlefield 
space’ with guns on the ground 
pointing while short film clips 
play on the rising trench. 
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1 Entrance
2 Open terrace over 
 battlefield
3 Library
4 Seminar room
5 Temporary exhibition 
  space
6 Multimedia learning  
 centre
7 Shop
8 Auditorium
9 Former entrance hall and  
 refurbished stairwell
10 Double height exhibition  
 gallery

Front facade

1

2

IN NUMBERS

1,900m2
additional space

€12,520
budget 

10,000
items

20
complete uniforms 

7,000
photographs

Third floor plan

Long section
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